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» Constance Grewe, Les droits intangibles.
Annuaire international de justice constitu-
tionnelle 2010, (Aix-en-Provence), XXVI, 2011,
pp.437-452

o dossier: «Le droit des libertés en ques-
tion(s) - Colloque n°2 de la RDLF» RDLF 2019
chron. n°25

o Edouard Delruelle, Droits de ’lHomme et
choc des civilisations », Revue trimestrielle
des droits de ’lHomme, n° 83, 1er juillet 2010,
pp. 573-589

o Fethi Rekik et Samiha Hamdi, «Parts du
politique et de I'économique dans le mouve-
ment social de Kamour », in Mohamed Nachi
(s.dir), La sociologie pragmatique & I’étude
des sociétés maghrébines, Nirvana, 2019.
Pp209-243

« Francis Farrugia, «Socio-anthropologie de
la connaissance », SociologieS [En lignel,
Dossiers, Emotions et sentiments, réalité et
fiction, mis en ligne le O1 juin 2010, consulté
le 26 mai 2019. URL : http://journals.openedi-
tion.org/sociologies/3140

o Paul Hersey, Blanchard Kenneth, “Revisiting
the life-cycle theory of leadership”, Training

and Development Journal, 1996. 50.

o Philippe Starck, Un nouveau mouvement
social. Revue Vie Sociale et Traitement. N°85.
2005/1. pp84-93. https://doi.org/10.3917/
vst.085.0084

» Roberto Andorno, La notion de dignité
humaine est -elle superflue en bioéthique.

Contrepoints philosophiques. Rubrique
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» Scott James C.: La domination et les arts
de la résistance. Fragments du discours
subalterne. Trduit par Olivier Ruchet. Editions
Amesterdam. 2008

« Sedjari Ali (8/D). Droits de ’'Homme : entre
singularité et universalité : L'Harmattan, coll.

Espace et territoire. Paris. 2010

« Starck Philippe. Un nouveau mouvement

social. Vie sociale et traitement. n°85. 1/2005

« Touraine Alain, La parole et le sang. Poli-
tique et société en Amérique latine. Odile

Jacob. 1988

« Touraine Alain, La voix et le regard. Seuil

(coll sociologie permanente). 1978

« Touraine Alain, Le retour de I'acteur. Fayard.
Paris. 1984

o Touraine Alain, Production de la société.
Seuil. Paris. 1973.

o Turcotte Daniel et Lindsay Jocelyn : L'inter-
vention sociale aupres des groupes. Editions
de la Charniére. 2008.

Articles

o Alain Caillé, « Pouvoir, domination, cha-
risme et leadership », Revue du MAUSS, 28
juin 2016. [En ligne]. http://www.journal-
dumauss.net/./?Pouvoir-domination-cha-

risme-et

o Alain Giami. Sexualité, santé et droits de
I’Homme : I'invention des droits sexuels.
Sexologies Revue Européenne de Sexologie et
de Santé sexuelle, 24(3), 2015, pp. 105-113

« Loncle Patricia : Pourquoi faire participer
les jeunes ? Expérience locale en Europe.
L’Harmattan. Paris. 2008

o Meyer Birsh Patrice, Le corps des droits de
I’lhnomme. Fribourg. Editions universitaires de
Fribourg.1992

o Mignot Joélle, Troussier Thierry, Santé
sexuelle et droits humains, un enjeu pour
I'humanité. Paris. Edition De Boeck - Solal
2015

e Morand Charles Albert, Le droit saisi
par la mondialisation. Bruxelles. Editions
Bruylant.2001

« Neveu Eric, Sociologie des mouvements

sociaux. Paris. La Découverte. 2000

» Nouisser Habib, Changer de sexe en droit
tunisien ou quand le droit confisque les iden-
tités, Tunis, ADLi, 2018, lien :

« Organisation Tunisienne de Défense des
Droits des personnes Handicapées : Les
droits des personnes handicapées entre la |é-
gislation et la pratique 2014 - 2015 (Rapport),
Tunis. 2015.

» Paugam Serge, La montée des incertitudes :
travail, protections, statut de I'individu. Seuil.
2009

» Paugam Serge, Vivre ensemble dans un
monde incertain. Edition de L'Aube. 2015

e Puppinck Grégore, Les droits de I'homme
dénaturé, Paris, Cerf, 2018

« Hennette-Vauchez Stéphanie, Sorel Jean-
Marc (S/D), Les droits de I'homme ont-ils
constitutionnalisé le monde ? Bruxelles :
Bruylant, 2011, 293
http://www.adlitn.org/sites/default/files/2._
changer_de_sexe_version_en_fr_1.pdf
http://www.adlitn.org/sites/default/files/2._
publication_fr_web_0.pdf

o lon Jacques, En finir avec I'intérét général.
L'expression démocratique au temps des égo.
Editions du Croquant. 2017.

Jelassi Mohamed Amine, Minoré.e.s et dis-
criminé.e.s, le droit facteur d’inégalité, Tunis,
ADLLI, 2018, Lien :

o Khouili Ramy et Livine-Spound Daniel, L’ar-
ticle 230, une histoire de la criminalisation de

I’homosexualité en Tunisi, Tunis, 2019.

» Lach’heb Monia, (sous dir.), Etre homo-
sexuel au Maghreb, IRMC-Karthala, 2017.

o Lévy-Leboyer Claude : Comment choisir et
former des leaders ? in, Claude Lévy-Leboyer,
Claude Louche et Jean-Pierre Rolland (S/D):
Management des organisations. Groupe
Eyrolles, 2006.

o Limam Jinan, Les associations LGBTQI++
en Tunisie, émergence d’un nouveau militan-
tisme humain, Tunis, ADLI, 2017, lien :
http://www.adlitn.org/sites/default/files/1._
etude_associations_Igbtqi_fr.pdf

o Lochak Danigle, Le droit et les paradoxes

de I'universalité. Paris. PUF coll. Les voies du
droit 2010
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Ethique. Mars 2005.www.contrepointphiloso-
phique.ch/Ethique/pages/ robertoandorno/

dignitéhumaine

« Roulhac Cédric , « La doctrine et les droits
de I'homme : penser et/ou militer ?» RDLF

2019 chron. n°25 (www.revuedIf.com)

« Simone Gayard-Fabre, «Les droits de
I’hnomme, exigence éthique ou catégorie juri-
dique ?» Cahiers de philosophie et juridique,
la politique et les droits.PUF.1992 n°21

» Tharoor Shashi, Les droits de ’'Homme
sont-ils universels? téléchargeable sur le
site pointdebasculecanada.ca/les-droits-de-
lhomme-sont-ils-universels-par-shashi-tha-

roor/.

« Wahid Ferchichi, «L’homosexualité en droit
tunisien, ou de ’lhomophobie de la regle

de droit», in, Etre homosexuel au Maghreb,
IRMC-Karthala, 2017, pp. 171-195.
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not necessarily share the same principles or
the same goals with the movemen, and accor-
dingly the risks of partisan or ideological ma-
nipulation remain inherent in their different
activities unless the leadership»s attention is
high. We have noticed in the recent period that
many campaigns raising human, economic or
social slogans were in fact only attempts to
mobilize public opinion on fair issues at the
beginning, after which all activists and sym-
pathizers were directed to specific political
or partisan agendas that do not originally be-
lieve in the raised slogans. At the beginning of
the campaign, as the populist threat faced by
these movements remains imminent, a large
number of competing political parties work to
benefit from their field experiences and social
acceptability by encouraging them to adopt
special economic demands and slogans that

cannot be achieved.

The necessity of cutting with antagonism
and hatred discourseHate and antagonism
discourses often comes from feelings of grie-
vance, injustice and discrimination, and these
feelings often deepen under the influence of
crowds (foulesThat gives individuals more op-
portunities to feel a collective strength and
the ability to challenge and change. In this
context, we find that some social movements
sometimes slip into some kind of exclusionary
or hostile rhetoric towards the other, whether
individual, group, region, race, class, or party...
Unfortunately, some parties that are hostile to
social movements are trying to use it to dis-
tort, manipulate or criminalize them, and the
more the leaders of social movements adhere
to the human rights approach as a reference
in their behavior and orientations, the more
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manipulation and alienation risks are much

lower.

The necessity of dealing with social media as
a space for action and organizationlt appears
through our follow-up to many social move-
ments that the role played by social media
in mobilizing the masses and public opinion
about the issues raised by these movements
is very important, but success in reaching the
largest number of virtual activists is one of the
basic conditions for ensuring greater capacity
on action on the ground. In this context, we
see that the virtual space is worthy of invest-
ment by the movements, just as it is worthy of
follow-up and monitoring by students of so-
cial movements and those interested in them

in general.

Thus our work ends up confirming the impor-
tance of social movements as an area of indi-
vidual and collective action and a mechanism
of social and cultural change that is as impor-
tant, despite its informal and non-institutional
nature, as political organizations and traditio-
nal social institutions. While the continuity
of social movements today is an indication
of persistent manifestations of injustice and
discrimination against some categories, en-
tities or groups, the openness of the concept
at other levels related to the various types of
social dynamics that can lead to organized
collective action regardless of its horizon and
its goals that narrow and expand according to
contexts, It provides us with greater opportu-
nities to study broader movements beyond the
immediate, temporary, direct and automatic

actions of the collective to reach what relates

to the defense of comprehensive humanitarian

principles and general civilizational issues.

The great political transformations witnessed
in the Arab arena in the recent period have
clearly shown that what some peoples have
been able to achieve by peaceful social mo-
vements is much more important in terms of
change value as well as in terms of political
and social costs than other options that are
more violent and less involved in what can be
achieved by societies in certain periods of dy-

namics of action and resistance.

The more the possibilities of change are pre-
sented by the social movements, the more the
options of violence are limited and the hypo-
thesis of the superior change is regressed.
Perhaps what many Arab countries are wit-
nessing in the recent period of continuous po-
pular campaigns and the great ability of these
campaigns to develop and act in events in
Algeria, Lebanon and Iraq in particular would
reinforce social movements at the expense of
the narrow oppressive and authoritarian agen-
das. The more open these movements are to
general humanitarian principles, the greater

the prospects for their success.
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Third: The most important
recommendations

Our study of the map of social movements
emerging in Tunisia in recent years in the
fields of defending the rights of persons with
disabilities and the right to water and aimed
at reducing social stigma based on atypical
sexual orientation and defending the rights of
women working in the agricultural sector has
allowed us to understand the specifics of so-
cial and political contexts for its emergence,
development and awareness of the specifics
of each one by analyzing its goals, its most im-
portant actors, studying its activities and its
most important results. Through our follow-up
to the leaders of these movements over a re-
latively long period and our direct engagement
with many of them within the framework of
the Arab Institute for Human Rights project,
we were able to understand the nature of the
transformations experienced by the leaders in
general and in the field of human rights in par-
ticular and to explore the possible effects of
these transformations at the level of individual

and collective initiatives.

Proceeding from the field nature of this work
and in line with the principles of active re-
search (Recherche-actionBelow we list some
recommendations to give these movements
more efficacy and ensure greater opportuni-
ties for their leaders so that they can achieve
their desired events and overcome the diffi-
culties and obstacles they may encounter. In
general, these recommendations can be sum-

marized as follows:

The need to support the human rights back-
ground of social movementsThe human rights
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background of any movement is the safety
valve and the main guarantor of its non-dis-
placement from the principles of respect for
human dignity, freedom and equality. It also
guarantees social movements in general a
greater ability to contribute to public debate
and spread the culture of human rights in a
way that increases the ability of individuals
and groups to pressure, propose and accoun-
tability and imposes on the state and its ins-
titutions the respect for these rights in their
daily performance and in their laws. The task
of supporting activists and leaders of social
movements remains with the national, regio-
nal and international human rights associa-
tions and structures that are called upon to di-
versify their activities and programs in various
regions and to target various social groups,

especially the most vulnerable.

Dangerous policy of repressing and criminali-
zing social movements continuesThere is no
doubt that it is due to the diversity of social
movements in recent years in Tunisia and in
many Arab and non-Arab countries in terms
of the multiplicity of attempts to control them
locally and internationally, but that some of
them were buried since they were born while
others paid a high price when confronted
with iron and fire. Attempts to eliminate the
liberal social psyche that these movements
represent in Tunisia continue for many years,
whether by suppressing field movements po-
litically or by criminalizing them judicially,
and it is the press and social networking sites
that tell us almost on a daily basis about the
prosecutions of activists in various regions of
the country (Tozeur, Gafsa, Sidi Bouzid, Kai-

rouan, Tataouine, Medenine,...Etc.), although

nothing proves yet that these movements can
be controlled without eliminating the causes
of their birth.

The importance of working on investing in
some fair judicial rulingsWhile security and
judicial prosecutions confirm to many acti-
vists and leaders that the general trend of
state institutions as well as the judiciary is
the criminalization of social movements, the
frequency of some fair provisions for these
movements and victors of rights shows the
existence of a real possibility of change and
indicates the availability of a real possibility
to invest in such provisions to mobilize pu-
blic opinion in favor of principles and issues
that these movements are defending. Judicial
rulings recognizing, for example, the right of
associations to demand the repeal of Chapter
230 criminalizing homosexuality and the right
of some groups in a healthy environment, are
a clear victory for human rights principles that

can be subsequently invested in other areas.

The importance of working to create women
leaders in the field of defending the rights of
women peasant workersDespite the fairness
of their cause and the majorviolations they are
exposed to, women working in the agricultural
sector have not yet been able to impose their
presence within the field of social movements,
but the campaigns related to them are limited
to some collective activities or occasional
demonstrations that have not been able to
change the reality nor offer real alternatives to
their suffering. And according to what became
clear to us through our field work and our fol-
low-up to their activities during the last four

years, we confirm that the biggest obstacle to

this movement lies mainly in the absence of
women leaders among these workers who are
able to mobilize women victims of violations
and offer real alternatives and individual and

collective initiatives in the public space.

The necessity of networking and ways of grou-
ping emerging movementsDespite the large
number of groups active in the fields of defen-
ding persons with disabilities and the rights
of persons with atypical sexual orientation,
we clearly note that the capabilities of these
field and communicative groups have not yet
reached what allows them to change reality
and break with the traditional social and va-
lue system, despite its injustice and denial of
the privacy of such groups. Inherited stereo-
types continue to dominate, especially those
that reduce the rights of persons with disa-
bilities to pledge and assistance, and those
that deal with LGBT community at the level of
social and value stigma. This is explained by
the disharmony of these groups and its failure
to establish strategic partnerships that are
able to make their movements more efficient.
Considering this, we see that networking the
various groups active in the same field and
merging their activities with each other and
grouping the largest number of them within
one movement is the only way to strengthen
them and enhance their capabilities in action

and initiative.

Paying attention to the risks of breakthrough,
manipulation and populismDue to its informal
nature, its non-hierarchical relations and its
openness to various groups and categories,
social movements are often vulnerable to

breakthrough by individuals or groups that do
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the decision on freedomDespite the different
social movements, in general, in terms of their
mobilizing capabilities and their changing ca-
pacities, the point of similarity for most of the
movements that have distinguished the Tuni-
sian political and social scene in recent years
is the lack of response of the general value,
political and social system to these move-
ments and the limited results in the areas in
which they have been involved. It is also clear
that the legal background of most of the move-
ments is blurry and not deep, and that is why
the demanding discourse overwhelms the hu-
man rights discourse, and the demanding mo-
vements have more social acceptability than

the human rights movements.

Social over political priorities: While the poli-
tical dimension of some social movements is
more evident than the rest in view of the de-
clared goals, especially for the slogans raised
alongthe lines of “Manish Msameh” and “Fesh
Nestenou” campaigns, what distinguishes the
various movements is that they provided, di-
rectly or indirectly, a horizontal space for the
collective action that Is different from the
usual political organizations and outside the
accounts of the authority (the national coor-
dinative of social movements for example). On
this basis, the convergence of goals was often
sufficient to bring together a large number of
people within a single campaign (groups de-
fending persons with disabilities, for example)
as they hold a common cause regardless of
their political loyalties and organizational af-
filiations that whenever they attempt to seize

social movements they thwart them.
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Second: Regarding the leaders

As for social movements leaders, the set of
results that we obtain by monitoring these
movements, as well as through our follow-up
to some of their leaders, can be found in the

following points:

Experienced leaders engaging in a new poli-
tical spacelt is clear from the events that we
have monitored and what we have gathered
about the new leaders in the field of social
movements that some of them have joined
these movements after going through several
previous political, trade union or party expe-
riences, which is the case of a large number
of leaders of the “Manish Msameh” and “Fash
Nestanou” campaigns such as those coming
from left-wing parties (the Labor Party, the
Socialist Party, Al-Watad, the Popular Move-
ment, the Path, etc.), from the student move-
ment, or from the union field. While these lea-
ders dispersed after 2011 in different political
organizations and were not able to work jointly
except for those who were involved in one of
the parties forming the Popular Front coa-
lition, the social movements provided them
with a common space that could bring them
together with several other leaders to form a

new political action pattern

A new political space provides opportunities
for collective actionSocial movements are ge-
nerally distinguished by their openness and
their ability to absorb multiple energies that
do not necessarily have received the recogni-
tion and appreciation they deserve within the
traditional political and organizational forma-
tions. Accordingly, we note that many leaders

joined the social movements after failed or-

ganizational experiences, but thanks to the
accumulated communication, rhetorical, and
organizational experiences accumulated, they
were able to contribute to establishing a kind
of collective action not only for the political
and economic options of the ruling elite but
also for the various components of the politi-
cal and value system that does not match its
values and considers it built on the basis of in-
justice and discrimination. We note that these
leaders maintain their compatibility within the
framework of social movements, but they do
not hesitate to express their differences and
sometimes what contradicts them when they
return to the fields of their traditional actions.
We have a good example of this in the leaders
of the national coordinative of social move-

ments.

The weakness of the legal background
confuses the performance of some lea-
dersThere is no doubt that the human rights
background of social movements can be dis-
cerned through their demands, as well as
through the speech of their leaders. In this
context, we note that some leaders> keenness
to confirm the human rights tendency of the
movements they belong to, including those
that clearly announce their targeting of the
«system» does not rise to what may be the
basis for stimulating decisiveness in many fair
causes, including the issue of individual rights
and freedoms and equality, and this may ex-
plain the confusion and hesitation observed
in the performance of some groups in advo-
cating actions that are organized to defend
atypical gender rights, for example, or women

working in agricultural sector.

Horizontal relationships between members
reinforce the possibility of breakthrough: One
of the important factors that makes it able to
accommodate individuals and groups from
different backgrounds converging around
specific issues and general goals regardless
of political and intellectual backgrounds is
the openness of social movements and the
shape of their non-hierarchical organization.
These same factors can be a reason for the
breakthrough of social movements directly or
indirectly by individuals or groups with whom
the same principles are not shared, and some-
times they conflict with the most fair causes
and with the most important human rights
principles, and they stop at the limits of what
is dictated by some local, regional or ethnic in-
vestments. And they end up by being trapped
by racism, homophobia, or populism...etc.

Leaders improve social media recruitment
to serve social movementsSocial media is
in line with the horizontal nature of the rela-
tionships arising between members of social
movements that are not based on an organiza-
tional hierarchy or on an authority. Therefore,
groups that were more present in the virtual
space have expressed greater capabilities in
fieldwork, especially in the ability to mobilize
public opinion and a wide range of young ac-
tivists on Facebook, especially to champion
theirissues, and we have two campaigns, “Ma-
nish Msameh” and “Fash Nestenau”, which is
a perfect example. Indeed, it appears that the
collective action is created first in the virtual
space before it turns into a social movement

that aims to change the field reality.
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The third type consist in movements fighting
against the economic and social injustice sys-
tem such as the movement of defenders of the
right to water or rights of women working in

the agricultural sector.

The work in its last section resulted in a ge-
neral conclusion, during which we gave an
extensive presentation of the most important
results that we reached with regard to social
movements and the leaders that lead them,
as well as some recommendations that would
ensure the sustainability of this social dyna-
mic, which we do not see as an alternative in
the coming years but rather a force of sugges-
tion and accountability and a horizontal and
informal social space that embraces what may
emerge from individual or collective initia-
tives in order to defend the issues of freedom,

equality and social justice.

The work was concluded with an appendix
that we dedicated to present brief biogra-
phies of some of the most promising leaders
in the field of social movements who have
been known as arenas, platforms and public
spaces in recent years as activists in many
movements and as leaders in the four areas

covered by the project.

In addition to its theoretical nature, which
made us exert a double conceptual and docu-
mentary effort in its various phases, this work
presents the results of a full path of direct
field engagement with activists from different
social movements, both within the framework

of participatory diagnostic workshops that
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we started from in the subsequent activities
or in the framework of training workshops
that activists from four groups representing
the relevant social movements or within the
framework of the field visits that we conduc-
ted after the formation of the four groups that
benefited from them to get acquainted closely
with the specifics of each of them and assign

some of their field activities.

At the end of the work, we provided some
practical recommendations that would assist
the four social groups that were included in
the project «Leadership Transformations in
the Field of Human Rights through Individual
Initiatives, Organized Initiatives and Social
Movements» to develop their field capacities
and give more efficiency to their activities.
Our emphasis in the conclusion of this work
on the most important results that we reached
by accompanying these groups for more than
a year is part of our attempt to open an aca-
demic and research debate about the future
of social movements in Tunisia and the rest of
the Arab countries that are witnessing politi-
cal and geo-strategic transformations that ri-
sing social movements in many countries play

a central role in the elaboration and guidance.

Thus, considering the nature of the project
in which the various formative, field and re-
search activities that we referred to previously
were accomplished, and given the number of
goals that we set out to implement the various
activities, we provide a set of results that we
reached in two parts: one related to social
movements and another related to leaders. We
also conclude this section with some recom-

mendations that we gained through our field-

work and our follow-up to a group of leaders of
social movements in the four areas mentioned

above.

First: with regard to social movements

In general, we can summarize the total of our
results through our follow-up to the social mo-
vements that have characterized the Tunisian
political and social scene in recent years, and
we monitored various activities regarding the
four field groups that make up the field of in-
tervention, that is, those related, in general,
to defending sexual freedoms and particu-
larly LGBT groups, the rights of persons with
disabilities, the right to water and the rights
of women workers in the agricultural sector, in

five points:

General crisis contexts imposing resistance
Most of the social movements monitored in
the framework of public contexts are often
associated with political crises, accompanied
by a general social feeling of frustration and
a collective demand for political and moral
accountability of the system responsible for
that crisis, which is what we see, for example,
in the “Manish Msameh” and “Fesh Nestnou”
movements as two social movements that re-
sist a political system. It is a general economic
activity that campaign activists see as a dila-
pidated system and consider its change as a

higher goal.

Individual and collective suffering requiring
recognitionWhen it comes to individual rights
and freedoms, such as groups demanding the
reduction of social and cultural stigma and
access to sexual rights or justice, as is the

case for defenders of the rights of people with

disabilities, the context in which these move-
ments are born and develop is different, as it
seems that the concern of recognition is what
drives many individuals to engage in these
movements and perhaps for this reason we
find that most of these movements activities
are directly concerned with atypical sexua-
lity or are victims of violations based on their
sexual orientation or disability, and we also
note that the ability of these movements to
mobilize the mass remains limited, given that
the social value system continues to be closed
to individual rights and freedoms, and justice

in particular.

The exacerbation of the crisis is fueling pro-
test and its breakthrough postpones orga-
nized action: An important number of social
movements are born and develop in connec-
tion with social crisis situations, whether
due to the deterioration of public services or
to the economic difficulties and scarcity of
income sources in deprived areas and popu-
lar neighborhoods where the exacerbation of
the crisis (and not awareness of the right) is
a direct reason to fuel the feeling of injustice
and exclusion and to stimulate the concern
of those who consider themselves victims of
marginalization and exclusion, but when the
context provides the minimum, the desire to
act and change is less. Thus we can unders-
tand the reason why the movements defen-
ding the right to water or the rights of women
working in the agricultural sector continue to
fail from the model of spontaneous protest ac-
tion to organized collective action, that is, the

social movement.

A desire for a demanding identity postpones
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their social economis and social duties which
are based on injustice and leading to inequa-
lity. All these indicators make strengthening
social movements and accompanying them to
reinforce the capacities of their leadership es-
sential issues to ensure resilience and conti-
nuity on the one hand and bring more efficien-

cy and the ability to change on the other.

This book is an integral part of a project of
the Arab Institute for Human Rights entitled
«Study on Transformations of leadership in
the field of human rights through individual
initiatives, organized initiatives and social
movementslt is a project that mainly aims, as
indicated in its reference documents, to “ex-
perience a model for building the capacities
of social movements and leaders of the youth
community as well as networks and groups
of social activists in Tunisia, by interacting
with various actors from governmental and
non-governmental partners, civil society and
the private sector, academics and actors In
the media, to develop and use mechanisms to
monitor political and educational reforms and
social changes that guarantee dignity, equa-

lity and equity for all without discrimination. «

The model that was tested in the framework
of this project is based on several interrelated
and integrated foundations. The first step
consisted in conducting a field study through
which we were able to map the social move-
ments, focusing mainly on what emerged af-
ter 2014 as a milestone between the founding
phase (2011-2014) which was characterized in
particular by the confusion of the political and
social scene in general and the weak perfor-
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mance of state institutions, and the post-ap-
proval period of the January 27, 2014 consti-
tution, especially after the presidential and
legislative elections that were held in the same
year. In the first phase of the project, we also
monitored various collective and institutional
initiatives, institutionalized and non-institu-
tionalized youth alliances, and spontaneous
and organized public campaigns. We have de-
dicated the second phase to identifying lea-
ders of social movements and knowing their
needs in terms of training, knowledge, exper-
tise and support and we have committed to

the human rights approach, in four areas:

1) Access of persons with disabilities to public

places

2) Access to the right to water as well as water

management

3) Reducing social and cultural stigma and ac-

cess to sexual rights

4) Access to social protection in the field of
work, with a focus on women working in the

agricultural sector

As for its third stage, the project was based
on interventions in the field of supporting lea-
ders capacities, enhancing their theoretical
knowledge in the field of human rights and
collective action in general, and strengthening
their field experiences and their individual and

collective change competencies.

Work represents one of the basic compo-

nents of this project, which was didnst rely

only on the diagnostic aspect through iden-
tifying needs, then direct and indirect training
through the numerous training courses and
workshops that leaders have benefited from
in the field through field visits that were or-
ganized by the experts team to support and
reinforce social movements, but it aimed also
to provide academic material that addresses
concepts, clarifies approaches, and explores
possible and impossible possibilities, which
may benefit the upcoming projects and the
dialogues that will opened in the academic,
civil, political and other spheres, and the
questions that will be asked about these so-

cial movements.

Thus, we decided to devote the first chapter
of the work to address its main concepts, so
we initially tried to approach the concept of
human rights, starting from the system and its
components, then its main principles and most
important regulatory texts, and we showed la-
ter the Tunisian position of this system, espe-
cially as approved by the 2014 constitution.
Thereafter, we dealt with the concept the so-
cial movement by distinguishing between its
classical determinants and its recent trans-
formations, especially in its level of openness
to unorganized campaigns and spontaneous
collective initiatives. Finally, we addressed the
concept of leadership, focusing mainly on lea-
dership patterns and their specificity within

the framework of social movements.

As for the second chapter, we have devoted it
to presenting the legal approach to social mo-
vements by distinguishing between the rights
established by the international legal system,

such as the right to peaceful demonstrations,

thinking, expression, freedom of conscience,
participation in political life, and the forma-
tion of parties and organizations on the one
hand, how the Tunisian legal system appro-
ves social movements and its most important
parameters. Finaly, we have concluded that
suppressing social protests is unconstitutio-
nal and that is conrtrary to human rights prin-

ciples.

During the third semester of the work, we pre-
sented a map of the most important social
movements that Tunisia has known in the last
five years. We tried in the first stage to track
the course of their development and their
most important fields and expressive and pro-
test patterns, then we presented four models
of new social movements which are the most
distinguished including, on the one hand, mo-
vements opposing the traditional choices of
the state, especially with regard to the econo-
mic and social fields and which clearly declare
theirrefusal to continue to reproduce the same
system based on discrimination, exclusion and
injustice in the distribution of wealth. There-
fore, these movements present themselves on
the basis that it is resistant to «system»4 such
as the movement «Manish Msameh» (I am not
forgiving) or «Fash Tstenau» (What are you
waiting for?) On the other hand, coordinative
social movements and movements fighting for
recognition such as the movement to defend
the rights of persons of non-traditional sexual
orientation (LGBT groups) or the movement to

defend the rights of persons with disabilities.

4 We use this synonym for French pronunciation
«systéemewhich means in Arabic the regime, the
system or the pattern.
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In recent years, Tunisia has witnessed many
studies on the social movements that have
covered many research and academic fields
and this is mainly due to the effectiveness
and efficiency of these movements which
have contributed to a great extent to the en-
richment of the countrys>s general social and
political landscape. This fact is confirmed by
many scientific and academic studies and
supported by statistics and reports, especially
what was accomplished in the framework of
programs and projects of civil society orga-
nizations such as the publications issued by
the Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social
Rights since 20111.

1 Since its establishment, the Tunisian Observatory
for Economic and Social Rights has been publish-
ing periodic reports on social protests, which can
be downloaded directly from the Tunisian Forum for
Economic and Social Rights website.
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Hence, the interest in social movements
emerged more precisely from the leadership of
these movements, which were able to impose
themselves within a highly selective public
space, offering real alternatives to large groups
of Tunisians who found themselves outside
the circles of civil or political institutional ac-
tion. Therefore they returned to these circles
by the means of popular campaigns and spon-
taneous and organized social protests as well
as the hashtag campaigns, marches, sit-ins,
and all other forms of collective action that
have characterized the general political and
social scene for many years. It is clear, through
the successive waves of social protest and the
diversity of its forms, that many social move-
ments in Tunisia have reached a very advanced
stage of maturity and effectiveness until they
have become an essential component of the
political landscape and a revisionist force that
monitors the performance of the state and
institutions and embarrasses it through what

it has acquired over years of enormous field

experiences, organizational and action capa-
bilities that enabled it to even exceed the ca-
pabilities of political parties, institutions and
civil society organizations.

Returning to the sociological definition of
social movements, we find that this concept,
which was born in the arms of European so-
cieties during earlier periods of its history,
has evolved over time to witness a continuous
decline in what was initially contained in the
conflict and class vertical dimensions com-
pared to the increase in its local, social and
horizontal dimensions2lt is a development
whose various dimensions cannot be realized
except when we pay attention to what has be-
come a penetration of the public domain of ho-
rizontal differences. Some of which are related
to the ethnic, racial, regional or local aspects,
and others refer to gender, sexual, generatio-
nal or factional aspects, which are differences
that adresses the issue of justice as a general
humanitarian issue3. It is clear that social mo-
vements have abandoned their class identity,
which is based on a vertical representation of
society in favor of an identity more related to
what is specific and more concerned with man
in his individual dimensions and with the pos-
sibilities of resistance they possess in facing
the rule of existing political, social, cultural
and ideological systems. Therefore, we find
that the human rights content of social mo-

vements has become clear not only in rela-

2 Eric Neveu: Sociologie des mouvements sociaux.
Paris. La Découverte. 2000

3 Nancy Fraser, Quest-ce que la justice so-
ciale ? Reconnaissance et redistribution, La Décou-
verte, séries : « La Découverte/Poche », 2011

tion to the demands raised by the principles
of freedom, dignity and equality, but also with
respect to fundamental human issues such as
social justice and combatting discrimination

and violence.

This study is included within this general so-
cial context in which social movements have
become one of its most important compo-
nents not only in Tunisia, but also in many Arab
countries that have undergone many years of
radical changes that are not only reduced in
their political dimensions, as is the case in
countries that witnessed major political trans-
formations such as Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Sy-
ria and Algeria, but also the rest of the Arab
countries, which were announced mostly for
the launching of change paths and major po-
litical and cultural reforms, which may satisfy
the aspiration of broad social groups who are
looking for change and raising slogans that are
often not reconciled with the existing systems.
Going back to the Tunisian context, it can be
said that some of what may explain this inte-
rest in social movements, in addition to what
was mentioned above, has not occurred in the
midst of the journey of change that started
since the end of 2010 of the risks of recoil
and retreat from the great human rights gains
achieved by generations of Tunisians for de-
cades. The successive governments and pu-
blic policies adopted for years have not shown
enough will to adhere and promote these
Gains and achievements. Rather, they conti-
nue to pursue a policy of criminalizing social
movements, narrowing their work, adopting
security solutions to suppress protests, and

the state and its institutions continue to evade
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The book "New Social Movements and Trans-
formations of Leadership in the Fields of Hu-
man Rights" is part of an integrated project on
new leaderships in the field of human rights.
This project combines field research that
seeks to understand social movements, their
roles and their relationship to human rights,
and provides courses to support the capaci-
ties of these community leaders. Moreover, it
organizes symposia on human rights issues

and current social transformations.

The Arab Institute for Human Rights, since its
inception, has been focusing on researching
the ways and methods of disseminating the
culture of human rights among the various so-
cial groups and making it a basis for asking
questions about the reality and building a
vision guided by equality and justice for so-
cieties. The training courses that have been
organized by the Institute for more than three
decades have greatly contributed to the for-
mation of many human rights activists in va-
rious fields of civil, political, economic, social

and cultural rights.

Today, we continue building on this hu-
man rights legacy in an era characterized
by increased challenges and risks of wars,
conflicts, violence, extremism, exclusion, im-

poverishment as well as a great increase in
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knowledge and technology gaps. For instance,
the programs of new leaders and e-training
and the use of means of communication such
as radio and television to spread the culture of
human rights are entry points to dig deeper in
our societies and make the struggle for human
rights, a common goal and mission for promo-

ting coexistence.

The general introduction mentions that the
research "represents one of the basic com-
ponents of this project, which didn't rely
only on the diagnostic aspect through iden-
tifying needs, then direct and indirect training
through the numerous training courses and
workshops that leaders have benefited from
in the field through field visits that were or-
ganized by the experts team to support and
reinforce social movements, but it aimed also
to provide academic material that addresses
concepts, clarifies approaches, and explores
possible and impossible possibilities, which
may benefit the upcoming projects and the
dialogues that will opened in the academic,
civil, political and other spheres, and the
questions that will be asked about these so-

cial movements.

Indeed, It is a research that raises the ques-
tions of an important stage of the democratic

transition process in Tunisia and establishes

a possible visualization of what social move-
ments can be when they are inspired by the
principles of the human rights system and the
methodologies of their work, guided by the
profound desires of liberation and following

the paths of dignity.

Abdel Basset Ben Hassen
The Arab Institute for Human Rights
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